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June 6, 2021 

Dear Families of the Eighth Grade Class of 2021, 

I am following up with you to confirm details and answer a few frequently asked questions about our 8th 
grade in-person promotion event at Pepper Drive on Wednesday, June 9, at 9:00 am, on our upper field. 
Please refer to the letter dated May 24 for initial details. If you don’t have a copy, it is posted in the 
Principal’s Messages section of our webpage: Principal’s Messages. 
 
Due to current health orders, we will have a somewhat slimmed down ceremony in which all students 
will have their names read and will cross our promotion stage.  Our traditional award presentations and 
speeches will be recorded on a special promotion video that will be available online after the ceremony.  
This will NOT be a live stream or a recording of the ceremony, but rather a video recorded ahead of time 
to ensure that all important messages and moments are captured so that all stake holders will be able to 
enjoy this special moment for our students and families.   
 
Safety - In order to hold our in-person ceremony, we need to comply with current safety guidelines.  

Face coverings - Everyone will be expected to maintain face coverings that cover the mouth and nose 
while on campus. 

Distancing - Family groups will be asked to maintain a six-foot distance from each other. 

Seating - We will place celebratory yard signs on the field. When you check in to the event, you will be 
given a colored star with a number on it. Just take your star to the upper field and match it (color and 
number) to a yard sign. That will be your families assigned area and we ask you to maintain six feet from 
neighboring families. We ask that you do NOT move the signs. Your sign will be yours to take home at 
the end of the event. 

We are asking you to bring your own lawn chairs and/or a lawn blanket to spread next to your family’s 
yard sign. If you choose to bring a shade, you will be asked to lower it during the event as a courtesy to 
those behind you. Your eighth grader will remain with your family until their class is called to line up to 
cross the stage. 

Guests - Each eighth grader may be accompanied by up to four (4) guests.  You may choose which 
immediate family members will attend within your family's four guest limit.  Unfortunately, guests are 
not transferable, meaning that any unused invitations may not be shared with another family.  To 
clarify: there may be a total of four people (of any age) with your eighth grader at this event. Siblings of 
any age, including those who are students at Pepper Drive, count toward the guest count. We strongly 
suggest all family members arrive together to avoid any confusion. All guests will be checked in, 
regardless of their arrival time. Once a family has achieved the 4 guests limit, no more guests will enter 
the event. 

https://pd.santeesd.net/staff/principal/principal_messages
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Arrival and Parking - Visitors will be able to enter campus beginning at 8:00am and checked in a the 
bottom of the two-story staircase. The entrance will be the gates near the office facing the two-story 
building. Those who arrive before 8:00am are asked to line up in the order of your arrival outside the 
gate, with the line heading back to Marlinda Avenue. We ask that each family line up on a red tiger paw 
on the concrete to maintain distancing.  

Parking is always very limited on promotion day so please plan on arriving in plenty of time, as you will 
likely need to park on some of the nearby streets or at a friend’s house.  The upper parking lot is for staff 
only, except for the designated guest spaces. The lower parking lot will have a limited amount of space.  
Those with accessibility needs should have reached out to infopd@santeesd.net to allow for a 
discussion/plan of how to best meet their needs. If you need to do so, please do so immediately. Proof 
of a current disabled parking placard will be required at the beginning of that discussion.  

Pictures - We will have a designated picture area on the day of our promotion available for you to take a 

photo of your child crossing the stage.  There will also be a congratulatory banner attached to the fence 

in front of the school beginning June 7. It will stay up until June 8 and then return June 10 through June 

18.  Please feel free to find some time for a photo with the banner. It will not be available June 9 due to 

the crowds and concerns about distancing. 

Dress Code - 8th grade promotion is a very special day of celebration for both our students and their 

families. We want to be sure our students look their best on this important day. A couple of important 

things to remember: 

- Attire should be dressy but comfortable. Formal attire is not expected and not recommended. 
- The district dress code will be in effect. Check it out here: Dress Code 
- Of special attention: 

o Students who wear a spaghetti strap or off-the-shoulder tops or dresses must wear a sweater to 
cover.  

o Please, no bare midriffs. 

 
If you have any questions or are unsure if a dress or outfit is appropriate, please check with Mrs. Parker 

in advance. She will be happy to help! 

Thank you and congratulations to you and your child.   It has been a pleasure to have your child at 

Pepper Drive School. We are so proud of this class' achievements and are looking forward to hearing 

about their many successes in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ted Hooks   Maria Parker 
Principal   Vice Principal 
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